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1. Collectors’ Corner – The Collectors’ Corner mini-exhibit in our What 

On Earth? experience platform opened in April, inviting visitors to collect 

and share things they’ve found in the natural world. 2. Star Theater – We 

renovated our Star Theater planetarium with a state-of-the-art system, 

featuring 4K projectors that provide vibrant colors, sharp contrast and brilliant 

images. 3. Bike rack – Thanks to generous community support,  

we welcomed “Spikey the Cyclosaurus” to SCI in July. This eye-catching bike 

rack connects us to the growing Des Moines cycling community.  

4. The Force Awakens – The Force Awakens was a blockbuster success  

for the Blank IMAX Dome Theater with a total of 60 sold-out shows and more 

than 18,800 tickets sold. 5. Geometry Playground – Geometry Playground 

engaged visitors in playful math exploration through fun, fast-paced exhibit 

components like the Gyroid, shape-inspired tunnels and geometric sculptures. 

6. RACE: Are We So Different? – This highly personal and thought-provoking 

traveling exhibition investigated the science of race and human variation and 

provided new connections to the community. 7. Earth Day – Visitors walked 

or biked between three cultural attractions during the 2016 Downtown Earth 

Day Tour, a partnership between SCI, the World Food Prize and the Greater 

Des Moines Botanical Garden. Retired astronaut Clayton Anderson even made 

a visit! 8. Making STEM Connections – The Iowa Governor’s STEM Advisory 

Council selected SCI’s Making STEM Connections for the 2015-16 Scale-Up 

Program, giving educators across the state access to hands-on making 

activites for grades K-8. 

MILESTONES & ACCOMPLISHMENTSThe Science Center of Iowa engages and inspires Iowans  
along their journey of lifelong science learning.

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT: 
The Science Center of Iowa prides itself on MAKING 

CONNECTIONS, which is at the forefront of our mission to 
engage and inspire Iowans along their journey of lifelong 
science learning.

Through connections with communities across the state, our informal learning 

experiences and professional development opportunities empower adults, children 

and educators to enhance their Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics 

(STEM) skills that allow us to educate and engage diverse populations.

Making connections with our visitors and preschool students through on-site 

programming and hands-on experiences facilitates experimental and creative 

thinking, which inspires new ideas and innovation.  

Our staff connect with local and national experts to enhance their knowledge and 

skills, which inspires us to create, develop and implement robust educational 

programs and new exhibits.

Making connections is the catalyst for success. Thank you for supporting our  

efforts to engage and inspire Iowans along their journey of lifelong science  
learning and make connections.

Curt Simmons

President & CEO
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*Cover photo is a close-up of fused plastic, a 
Making STEM Connections activity. See the back 
cover to try it at home!
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After 20 years of building Rube Goldberg machines with 

his sixth-grade students at Clarion-Goldfield-Dows Middle 

School, teacher Jay Jackson encouraged them to go beyond 

the usual pulleys and levers. This year, thanks to SCI’s Making 

STEM Connections kits, they added something new: a switch.

“It opened up a whole new Pandora’s Box,” Jackson said. 

“We had students making awesome machines.”

 

 

Making STEM Connections kits have transformed classrooms, 

youth groups and libraries across Iowa into dynamic 

makerspaces, complete with a variety of innovative materials. 

The Iowa Governor’s STEM Advisory Council selected SCI’s 

Making STEM Connections for the 2015-16 Scale-Up 

Program, giving educators access to hands-on, interactive  

program for grades K-8.

 

Packaged by SCI staff and volunteers, each Making STEM 

Connections kit is designed for educators and librarians to 

incorporate in any subject, from science and math to reading 

and social studies.

“STEM should be all the time,” said Jackson. “I put the books 

we received from SCI up at the front of the classroom and 

encourage students to look at them for new things they want 

to try. I want to show them the possibilities that are out there, 

and Making STEM Connections helps us do it.”

MEET JAY JACKSON 
Teacher at Goldfield-Dows Middle School
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“I want to show them the 
possibilities that are out  
there, and Making STEM 
Connections helps us do it.”

Building upon the natural inclination to innovate, SCI’s 
Making STEM Connections program empowers students 
to explore STEM principles and create 21st Century Skills 
as they design, create and make. The program provides 
a kit including tools, teacher resources and lessons 
to inspire youth ages 5-14 through highly engaging, 
interactive and safe experiences.

EDUCATORS RECEIVE:
• Educational materials including lesson prompts,  
   teacher resources and instructional framework 

• Maker toolbox with a GoPro Camera, robotics  
   components, MaKey MaKey, circuit materials, DC  
   Motors, hand tools, soldering iron, sewing machine,  
   safety goggles and first aid kit

• Literature for student engagement and understanding

• Professional development, focused on the making  
   process and research behind its success

Making STEM Connections is available at no cost to schools, 
libraries and after-school programs through the Iowa 
Governor’s STEM Advisory Council Scale-Up Program 
through application and award.

MAKING EDUCATION 
CONNECTIONS
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Diversity and inclusion fuel Des Moines’ innovation 

ecosystem, creating companies that reflect and respect 

different experiences and backgrounds. But starting 

tough conversations surrounding difference can be tense, 

particularly in an office setting.
 

SCI staff helped facilitate these conversations with RACE: 

Are We So Different?, a provocative traveling exhibit that 

investigates the science of race and human variation  

through interactive components, historical artifacts  

and compelling photos.

For Principal, the experience transcended the traveling 

exhibit, and 500 Principal employees participated in  

formal training focused on inequality and difference  

through a business lens.

 

“By going off-site to a place like SCI, we can explore these 

experiences and the different ways we think about or see 

social issues or social problems,” said Heather Schott, 

Assistant Director of Diversity and Inclusion at The Principal. 

“It opens up a dialogue that, at the end of the day, allows us 

to come back into the office and have stronger partnerships 

and relationships within our teams to create products and 

services to meet our customers’ needs.” 

MEET HEATHER SCHOTT 
Assistant Director of Diversity and  
Inclusion, The Principal

“... We can explore these 
experiences and the different 
ways we think about or see social 
issues or social problems.”

Race: Are We So Different? is a project of the American 

Anthropological Association in collaboration with the Science 

Museum of Minnesota, funded by Ford Foundation and the 

National Science Foundation.

It has always been SCI’s goal to present our audiences with 
new ideas that stretch their ways of thinking and encourage 
thoughtful discourse. This exhibit helped spark important 
conversation regarding race in the United States and  
in our community.

YOUTH SYMPOSIUM PRESENTED BY BANKERS TRUST
On Tuesday, March 29, 2016, we hosted a Youth Symposium 
for high school students in Central Iowa. Through a variety  
of activities, students were challenged to change the way  
they think, talk about and address race and inequities  
in their schools.

RECOGNIZING RACE SERIES
This three-part series featured interactive discussions 
led by local experts. Participants heard from historians, 
psychologists, scientists, educators and more.

DIVERSITY DIALOGUES & THE DMPD 
In addition to corporate and community groups who 
participated in Diversity Dialogues, we had the unique 
opportunity to facilitate diversity trainings with more than  
400 officers in the Des Moines Police Department. 

OTHER PARTNERS:
- Iowa State University’s Social Justice Collaborative
- Drake University 
- The Des Moines Register

MAKING COMMUNITY 
CONNECTIONS

PRESENTING SPONSOR
Nationwide

MAJOR SPONSOR
Wells Fargo

SUPPORTING SPONSORS
Bankers Trust
Principal Financial Group



Bedtime stories at the Johnson household often take on new 

life thanks to the Science Center of Iowa Preschool. Rather 

than fantastic tales of dragons and knights, 4-year-old Celia 

– or “C.J” – prefers to imagine a magical world filled with 

science and nature. 

Her mother, Anne Marie, explains, “One night when I was 

putting C.J. to bed, she said, ‘Mom, the queen bee lays the 

egg,’ and I didn’t know what she was talking about. She told 

this whole story about bees.”

Her classroom, led by master teacher Amy Gamble, had just 

completed a weeks-long lesson exploring bees’ life cycles. 

For Anne Marie and her husband, Brian, this project-based 

style of learning motivated them to enroll their daughter in the 

SCI Preschool. That and their extended classroom: SCI.

 

“They get to go explore things,” said Anne Marie. “They’re not 

confined to one room. They get to learn  

and go explore and have mini field trips within the different 

exhibits.”

 

C.J.’s 3-year-old sister, Kendall, will also enroll at the SCI 

Preschool for all the same reasons.

MEET C.J. JOHNSON 
SCI Preschool student
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“They get to learn and go 
explore and have mini field 
trips within the different 
exhibits.”

With science and discovery as an overriding theme, the  
SCI Preschool sets the stage for 3- and 4-year-olds  
to make dynamic discoveries in the world that surrounds 
them, using all the incredible resources the Science Center  
of Iowa has to offer. 

CURRICULUM
Hands-on activities, student-led projects and lots of play allow 
children to develop self-image as well as language, motor 
and social skills. Our preschool is accredited by the National 
Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC).

EDUCATORS
Accredited teachers with professional training in early 
childhood care and education provide positive, engaging 
classroom interactions.  

FAMILIES
Preschoolers’ families benefit from SCI’s effort to link 
the classroom to the home and share in the growth and 
development of their child.

The SCI Preschool offers full-day and part-day classes year-
round, providing education to 152 children annually.

MAKING EARLY 
CONNECTIONS
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Our board and 
leadership are  
working with  
internal and 
external partners 
to continuously 
improve offerings.

We implemented a new demo this year, a  
live feeding of our resident snapping  

turtle, Snippy. More than 7,300  
visitors have participated!

This year, 24 pickles were 
electrocuted in schools and 
libraries across the state as part 
of the “Simply Electrifying” 

outreach program sponsored 
by MidAmerican Energy.

Corporate partners are making long-term investments 
in SCI with multi-year sponsorships (Fareway, 
Presenting Sponsor of Small Discoveries; UnityPoint 
Health – Des Moines, Health & Nutrition Sponsor)

The new Collectors’ Corner mini-exhibit has encouraged 
future environmentalists to explore their neighborhoods 
and share their best finds from nature.

Our annual fund donor 
retention rate is 58% 
compared to a 46% 
national average.  
 Source: Association of Fundraising Professionals

58%

The number of 
counties in Iowa 
– and we had 
visitors from each 

of them this year! We also served 
visitors from all 50 states. 

99
The number of 
Iowa communities 
– from Ackley to 
Yale – that SCI 

members call home. The top counties 
for membership are Polk, Dallas, Warren, 
Story and Jasper. 

241
The number of 
educators who 
participated in 
SCI’s Making 

STEM Connections trainings, helping  
to bring makerspaces to classrooms  
across the state.

362
The number of students reached by Science 
@ Your Site outreach programs, which take 
the excitement of SCI on the road to schools 
and organizations across the state.

15,005
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SPONSORSHIPS & GRANTS

Meier Bernstein 
Foundation

ATLANTIC BOTTLING
Company

The following contributions were made through generous support of specific projects, programs and films at the Science Center of Iowa 
and Blank IMAX Dome Theater between October 1, 2015, and September 30, 2016.

$50,000 and above

$25,000 and above

$10,000 and above
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TRUST FUND

PUBLIC SUPPORT
SCI works to engage a wide community audience to develop meaningful partnerships and new initiatives 
that inspire curious minds of all ages. Partnerships and sponsorships from the following organizations 
help SCI engage and inspire lifelong learning in all of us.

BRAVO Greater Des Moines Fund:
The following local governments committed a portion of their hotel/motel tax in FY 15–16: 
• Altoona

• Ankeny

• Bondurant

• Carlisle

• Clive

• Des Moines

• Grimes

• Indianola

• Johnston

• Norwalk

• Pleasant Hill

• Polk City

• Polk County

• Urbandale

• Waukee

• West Des Moines

• Windsor Heights

Up to $9,999
Alliant Energy Foundation  

Anonymous 

ASTC 

Jean and Kim Austen

Bank of America 

BNSF Railway Foundation 

Charles and Courtney Decker

Goodrich Foundation Inc / UTC Aerospace Systems

Iowa Economic Development Authority 
(Iowa Tourism Grant) 

Israel Ministry of Tourism 

Maker Ed / Tides Center

Lorraine and Thomas May

Prairie Meadows 

U.S. Bank
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BIKE RACK LEAD GIFTS
Mary and Doug Bruce 
Susan and Carl Voss

Bike Rack Donors
Megan Bendixen
Scott Bents and Kristin Hanks-Bents
Damon Jackson
Dory and Ross Johnson - In honor of Marilynn Johnson
Catherine and Dylan Lyons
Rebecca and David Sidney
Luke Stadtler
Scott Taylor



With sincere appreciation, the Science Center of Iowa acknowledges the extraordinary support of all our donors. Your gifts enable us to 
engage and inspire through programming, experience platforms, IMAX documentary films and so much more. Thank you for making this 
possible. We make every effort to acknowledge our donors appropriately. If we have made an error, please contact the Development Office 
at 515-274-6868 ext. 223 or kellyh@sciowa.org.

$50,000 and Above
Marian W. Easter Estate
Edwin T. Meredith Foundation

$25,000 – $49,999
The Fred Maytag Family Foundation
Windsor Charitable Foundation

$10,000 – $24,999
Candy and Denny Elwell
Sara and Steve Marquardt
The Meredith Corporation Foundation

$5,000 – $9,999
E.F. & Sylvia Schildberg Foundation
Gabus Automotive Group
John R. & Zelda Z. Grubb Charitable Foundatioin
Virginia and Nixon Lauridsen

$2,500 – $4,999
Nancy and Bill Ambrose
Jean and Wesley Kim Austen
Charlotte and Fred Hubbell Foundation
Douglas Fick
Cheryl and Michael Giudicessi
Andi and Jim Gordon
Henry G. & Norma A. Peterson Charitable Trust
John Ruan Foundation Trust
John Merriman and Barbara Beatty
Cheryl and Mickey Miller
Mary and R.W. Nelson
Rockwell Collins
Dianna and Jeffrey Thompson

$1,000 – $2,499
Lisa and Mike Banker
Beasley Family Foundation Inc.
Harry Bookey and Pamela Bass-Bookey
Barbara and Steven Cappaert
Anthony Cavalieri and Ellen Look

Control Installations of Iowa Inc.
The Coons Foundation
EFCO Corp.
Essex Meadows Inc.
Allison and Jim Fleming
Iowa Engineering Society - Central Iowa Chapter
Barbara and William Keck
Christine and Alexander King
Susan and John McRoberts
Merchants Bonding Company Foundation
Heather and Doug Olson
Jill and Mark Oman
Sidney L. Ramsey
Robert L and Ruth E Wiese Trust
Mary and Sean Sellers
Karen Shaff and Steven Jayne
Curt Simmons and Cat Morris
The Sramek Family
Stevens Family - John, Michele, Michael
Emily and Fred Weitz

Up to $1,000
Cheryl and Ethan Allen
Amazon Smile
Karen and Andrew Anderson
Elizabeth and Robert Angelici
Anonymous Donors
Amee Arant
Cassidy Baird
Barilla America Inc.
Daniel Bartlett
Sharon and William Bauer
Belin McCormick Law Firm
Emily Berrier
Margo and Don Blumenthal
Dody Boat
Beth Bohan
Carolyn and Bill Boss
Brenton Foundation
Shelley and Martin Brody
James Campney
Capital Sanitary Supply
Peter Cartwright

Karen A. Casten
Kimberly and Roger Ceilley
Avril and Hal Chase
Cheri Cipperley
Sandra and Walter Clark
Mark Clark and Katie Roth
Christine and Brendan Comito
Margaret-Ann and Joseph Comito
Margaret and Jeffrey Courter
Elysa Dennett
Des Moines University
Janice Dickinson
Judy Dietrich
Michael A. Disbro
Isabel Dopman
Sandra and Fred Dowie
Rosetta Dunham
William J. Dyche
Barbara and Ronald Eckoff
Kim and Kevin Eidson
Leisa and Bennett Ely
Endow Iowa Fund
Mary Alice Epperly
Evelyn and Tom Fisher
Dr. Stephen and Ann Forney
JoAnn and William Friedman, Jr.
Jane and John Gaffney
Ann and Michael Gersie
Joan Ghrist
Jean and Craig Gifford
Marcene and Carl Grant
Robert Grask
Tina and Jon Hade
Dr. Randall Hamilton
Kathryn and Randall Hamilton
Paul Hartog
Pam and Peter Hemken
Sandra and James Henry
Laura Higgins and David Walters
Trudie and Hal Higgs
Elizabeth Hoffman and Brian Binger
Brian Holmes
Home State Bank Charitable Foundation
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Karen and Laurence Hutzell
INFRA Resolutions Inc.
Iowa Pork Producers Association
Dorothy and John Jabour
Joann Jensen
Charles and Jaina Johnson
Lucile and Russ Johnson
Paul Kagin Family
Lisa and John Kenworthy
George W. Killmer
Gary M. Kirke
Loral and Robert Kirke
Kenton Klein
Charles Kling
Cindy and Kent Kniss
The Lint Companies
Patricia and James Luhrs
Jeanne and Mark Lyle
M & M Sales Company
Robert Lee Maddox
Maker Media Inc.
Mark McCormick
Louise and Charles McDonald
Laurence Anne and Clark McFerren
Dorothy and William McGinnis
Mid-Iowa Chapter of IA AEYC
Daniel Miller and Diane Graham
Mary and Matthew Mouw
Beverly and Daniel Ohman
Karen and Gabe Olson
Dr. Eugene Peterson
Don Pink
Molly and Mel Pins
James Piros and Ruth Wright-Piros
Poindexter Flooring Inc.
Principal Charity Classic
Florence and Glenn Purnell
Raccoon Valley Bank Charitable Foundation
Darlene and David Raedeker
Wendy and Dennis Rains
Donna and Kenneth Reams
Connie and Charlie Richardson
Dianne S. Riley
Jackie and Bill Romp
Janis and John Ruan III
Clarice and Ron Rubek
Katherine and Charles Safris
Nelda Sampel
Claudia and Paul Schickler
John Schmidt and Deb Wiley
Screenscape Studios
Steven Scrivner
ServiceMaster by Rice

Dawn and Manny Siprut
Anne Slatterly
Gordon J. Smith
Brian Smith and September Wethington-Smith
Sprint Foundation
Mark Stanley and Mary Ellen Pratt-Stanley
Marilyn and Lawrence Staples
Dr. William and Ruth Staplin
Mary Stuart and David Yepsen
Madelyn and Mike Tetmeyer
Greg Tew
William Tiffany Jr.
Lloyd Unverferth
Liana Weiland
Kathleen and James West
Karen and Jonathan Wickert
Connie Wimer and Frank Fogarty
Workspace Inc.
Harvey W. Zehr

In Memory
Peter Coaldrake 
	 – In memory of Karen Coaldrake
Diane and Bruce Janvrin 
	 – In memory of Brice Charles Janvrin
Knoxville Noon Kiwanis Club 
	 – In memory of Joe Schwanebeck
Cheryl and Mickey Miller 
	 – In memory of Joe Schwanebeck
John Schreurs
	 – In memory of Michael J. McBride

In Honor
CSS Management Team at Principal Financial Group 
	 – In honor of Doug Fick
Heather and Neil Glessner 
	 – In honor of Lindsey & Caleb Harrelson
Drs. Randall H. Hamilton and Bruce Hughes 
	 – In honor of Neil Kuehl
Carol and Clint Pilcher 
	 – In honor of all Entomologists,  
	    especially Dr. Marlin Rice

Matching Funds
Danfoss Power Solutions
IBM Corporation
Meredith Corporation Foundation

IN-KIND DONORS
The following contributors have donated to a specific 
event at SCI or have generously given goods or 
services to carry out our mission in FY 15-16.

Atlantic Bottling Company
European Motorcars
Farmland
Joel Griner
Hy-Vee
Allison Schwanebeck
Taxidermy by Shep Brown
Tones
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2016 ANNUAL FUNDRAISING EVENT & AUCTION

2016 COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Gabe Olson – Chair
Karen Olson – Chair

Alex Blaker
Sara Brown
Kate Bruns
Brandy Cunningham
Lawrence Cunningham
Lauren Doll-Scheeder
Jessica Taylor Erwin
Michael Harger
Ashley Holter
Leslie Jasper
Tara Kammel
Mary Lindell
Kip Mayberry
Marla Mayberry
Kari Sauer
Priscilla Sayeed
Claire Scholl
Kelly Shell
Kari Van Thomme
Todd Van Thomme

Elemental Sponsors 
Kemin Industries, Inc.
Nationwide 

Presenting Sponsors
DuPont Pioneer
Eurofins
Faegre Baker Daniels
Firestone AG
Hy-Vee, Inc.

Iowa State University
John Deere
Unity Point
West Bancorporation Foundation 

Supporting Sponsors
Bankers Trust
Belin McCormick, P.C.
Bratney Companies
Century Link
Cognizant Technology Solutions
Feed Energy Company
Flint Hills Resouces
Mell and Michael Frazier
Fred and Charlotte Hubbell Family Fund
Neumann Brothers, Inc.
Principal
Dianna and Jeffrey Thompson
Wells Fargo

Sustaining Sponsors
Air-Con Electric LLC
W. Kim and Jean J. Austen
Patty and Jim Cownie
Des Moines University
Farmers Mutual Hail Insurance  
     Company of Iowa 
Doug Fick
Cheryl and Michael Giudicessi
Holmes Murphy & Associates
The Iowa Clinic
Iowa State Bank
Josephs Jewelry
Barbara and Bill Keck
Keck Parking

Kum & Go
Meredith Corporation
MidAmerican Energy
Elizabeth Nelson
Elizabeth and Sheldon Ohringer
Michelle and Reed Pulver
Keaton and Scott Pulver
Sid Ramsey
Scheels
J. Ann Selzer
Trilix
Laura Higgins and David Walters 

Underwriting Donors
Don and Margo Blumenthal
Doll Distributing
Electrical Engineering & Equipment Co.
Marion Elmquist
Joan Ghrist
Michael Harger
Bill Hornaday
Darren and Sue Jarboe
Richard and Julie Johnson
Kohls (Ankeny location 623) 
Chris McPhail
Paul and Claudia Schickler 

Event Partners
Adrienne Gross
	 – Event Photographer
Atlantic Bottling Company
	 – Event Beverage Partner
Boesen The Florist
	 – Event Floral Partner
Business Publications LLC

	 – Event Print Media Partner
Christian Printers
	 – Event Printing Partner
Christiani’s Catering and Event Decorators
	 – Event Decorator and Catering Partner
Court Avenue Restaurant and  
	 Brewing Company
	 – Event Beverage Partner
Crème Cupcake
	 – Event Dessert Partner
Daugherty Auction Service
	 – Event Auctioneer
Doll Distributing LLC
	 – Event Partner
Faculty Lounge 
	 – Event Musicians
Feed Energy
	 – Event Live Programs Partner
Gateway Market
	 – Event Catering Partner
Gilroy’s
	 – Event Beverage Partner
Hy-Vee on Euclid
	 – Event Premier Catering Partner
Johnson Brothers
	 – Event Beverage Partner 
LaRue Coffee
	 – Event Beverage Partner
People for Pollinators/Neal Smith  
National Wildlife Refuge
	 – Event Exit Gift 
WHO-HD Channel 13
	 – Event TV Partner

Each year, SCI engages more than 320,000 children, school groups and adults in science, technology, engineering and math (STEM) through interactive exhibits, live 

programs, IMAX films, special events, classes and camps. SCI’s Annual Fundraising Event and Auction contributes more than $200,000 to these vast opportunities. Special 

thansk to Ben Bruns, who served as the 2016 Annual Event Master of Ceremonies.
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Auction Donors
515 Brewing
515 Realtors
Abraham Catering
Accents & Interiors
Active Endeavors
AMC Dubuque 14 Theatres
Americana LLC
Andrea Dahlberg Photography
Andy’s Frame Shop
Atlantic Bottling
Austen Photography
Avi Resort & Casino
Ballet Des Moines
Benjamin Knox American Artist
Berkwood Farms
Alex and Max Blaker
Blank Park Zoo
BMW of Des Moines
Boho Photo Bus
Boone & Scenic Valley Railroad
Borghese
Bridgestone Americas Tire Operation
Sara Brown
Kate and Ben Bruns
Business Publications Corporation
Buzzard Billy’s
Caesars Entertainment
Campervan North America LLC
Carnegie Hall
Casey’s General Stores Inc.
Celestron
Cigar Source
Caitlin Cisar
Cookies Food Products Inc.
Cooper’s Hawk Winery & Restaurants
Cooper’s on 5th Restaurant & Bar
Costco
Cyclone Sports Properties
Kelly Davydov
Des Moines Community Playhouse
Des Moines Film Society
Des Moines Metro Opera
Des Moines Performing Arts
Des Moines Police Department
Des Moines Radio Group
Des Moines Symphony Orchestra & Academy
Doll Distributing
Chad Doty
Karen Doty
Downtown Community Alliance
Dr. Phil
Drake University Athletics
Drury Hotels
Dunes West Golf Club
Tim Earp
eden

Elements Ltd.
Elite Island Resorts
Embassy Suites Des Moines Downtown
Jessica Taylor Erwin
Faculty Lounge
Doug Fick
Fran Fleck
Flemings Prime Steakhouse & Wine Bar
Four Eyes Foto
Fox Broadcasting
Franklin Plaza Barber Shop
Fridley Theatres
Funny Bone Comedy Club & Restaurant
Gilroy’s Kitchen Pub Patio
Golden Gate Hotel & Casino
Greater Des Moines Botanical Garden
Greater Des Moines Convention  
     & Visitors Bureau
Greenberg’s Jewelry
Michael Harger
Heartland Skin Wellness
Laura Higgins
Hilton Garden Inn, Des Moines/Urbandale
Hilton Omaha
Hilton Santa Cruz
Erin and Jon Holstrom
Ashley Holter
Hotel Pattee
Hoyt Sherman Place
Hyatt Place
iHeart Media
Impressions by Twyla
Iowa Architectural Foundation
Iowa Barnstormers
Iowa Beef Industry Council
Iowa Cubs Baseball
Iowa Culinary Institute/DMACC
Iowa Department of Natural Resources
Iowa Events Center
Iowa Pork Producers Association
Iowa Prison Industries
Iowa Rotocast, Inc.
Iowa Speedway
Iowa State Center/Performing Arts
Iowa State Fair Blue Ribbon Foundation
Iowa Tap Room
Iowa Wild
ISU Athletics Department
Sue Jarboe
JAX Outdoor Gear
John Deere Financial
Johnson Brothers
Josephs Jewelry
Judd’s Hill Winery
Tara Kammel
Kansas City Royals
Kathy’s Kreations
Keller Brick Barn

Mary Ellen Kimball
Jerry Kluver
KryoVitality
Ladera Vineyards LLC
Lake Shastina Golf Resort
Lamar Advertising
Last Laugh Comedy Theater
Lauritzen Gardens
Lawn Ranger Lawn Care Inc.
Le Jardin
Lifeline Theatre
Living History Farms
Maharry Photography
Mainstream Boutique
Marla and Kip Mayberry
Mercedes-Benz of Des Moines
Judy Miller
Minnesota Twins Baseball Club
Miracle Springs Resort & Spa
Karrie Morton
Mudbum
National Mississippi River  
     Museum & Aquarium
National Park Service
Nationwide
New Jersey Devils
Karen and Gabe Olson
Omaha’s Henry Doorly Zoo & Aquarium
Oriental Trading Company
OtterBox
PakHye Goods
Papillon Grand Canyon Helicopters
Paramount Kitchen & Bath
Peach / Twyla Wisecup
Petsakes
Molly and Mel Pins
Polk County Sheriff’s Office
Prairie Life Fitness
Presleys’ Country Jubilee
Price Chopper
Principal Charity Classic
Dan Raedeker
R.F. Moeller Jeweler
RAYGUN
Reiman Gardens
Ring Video Doorbell
Royal Gorge Dinosaur Experience
Royal Gorge Rafting & Zip Line Tours
Royal Gorge Route Railroad
San Francisco Maritime National  
     Park Association
Kari Sauer
Priscilla Sayeed
Scheels
Claire Scholl
Allison Schwanebeck
Science Center A-ha! Gift Store
Science Center of Iowa

Science Center of Iowa Preschool Students
Scratch Cupcakery
Serenity by Ashley
Seven Oaks Recreation
Shedd Aquarium
Kelly Shell
Curt Simmons
Skin Iowa, PC
Sky Zone Des Moines
Slykhuis Twilight Tearoom
Todd Snell
Southwest Airlines
Spa at West Glen
Sport Clips
Sports Authority
State Historical Museum of Iowa
Steel Cow LLC
Stephen Orr; Editor-in-chief of Better  
     Homes & Gardens
Steven Vail Fine Arts
Stine Seed Company
Stoney Creek Hotel & Conference Center
Strider Sports
Stumptown Coffee Roasters
Summerset Winery
Sundown Mountain Resort
Tailgate Clothing Company
Target Valley West
Ted Lare Design Build Inc.
The Antigua Group Inc.
The Cosmopolitan of Las Vegas
The Durham Museum
The Goff Financial Group
The Iowa Children’s Museum
The Orleans Hotel & Casino
The Roasterie
The ROB Company LLC
The Sawmill Museum
Theatrical Shop
Trap Door Theatre
Two Guys Bow Tie Company
Van Ginkel’s Athletic Manufacturing, Inc.
Kari and Todd Van Thomme
VJB Vineyards & Cellars
Wakonda Club
Waldorf Astoria New York
Walmart Super Center #1723
Wells Fargo
West Bank
Wheel of Fortune
Ella Wichers
Wild Rose Entertainment
Wildtree
Willie’s Woolies
YMCA of Greater Des Moines
Zanies Comedy Nite Club
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The Science Center of Iowa is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization sustained by earned and contributed income.

W. Kim Austen 
President & COO (retired) 

Nationwide 

Douglas Fick 
Vice President & Chief Technology Officer 

Principal Financial Group

Angela L. Walker Franklin, Ph.D. 
President & CEO 

Des Moines University

Jim Funcheon 
Division Human Resources Manager 

Bridgestone Americas, Inc.

Michael Giudicessi 
Partner 

Faegre Baker Daniels LLP

Laura Higgins, Ph.D. 
Research Director, Insect Trait Development 

DuPont Pioneer

Elizabeth Hoffman, Ph.D. 
Professor of Economics/President Emerita 

Iowa State University / University of Colorado System

Sue Jarboe, Ph.D. 
Owner 

Dasun Consulting, LC

Sheldon S. Ohringer 
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The Science Center of Iowa engages and inspires Iowans along their journey of lifelong science learning.

OPERATING REVENUE & SUPPORT

OPERATING EXPENSES

Investment 
Income

Membership Retail 
Operations

School Groups 
& Education

Admission 
Fees

Contributed

3%

10%

21%
23%

22%
21%

IMPACT REPORT, OCTOBER 2015–SEPTEMBER 2016

Administration Comm. &  
Marketing

Retail
Operations

Development Visitor
Experience

4% 10%

69%

9% 8%

Public Attendance = 257,090 

School Attendance = 32,904

Off-Site Programming = 15,545 
(Outreach, Star Parties, Café Scientifique)

Total Participation = 305,539



Materials
•	 Parchment paper

•	 Iron

•	 Ironing board

•	 Scissors

•	 Plastic bags (various patterns and colors)

Steps
1. Turn on the iron to a medium heat setting. Always be careful when 

leaving a heated iron unattended.

2. Cut out pieces of various shapes and colors from different plastic bags.

3. Arrange the pieces into a desired pattern on a piece of parchment paper.

4. Cover the pieces with an additional piece of parchment paper making sure to  

cover all of the plastic pieces.

5. Place the parchment sheets on the ironing board, and then gently press on them with the warm iron. 

Depending on how thick the plastic pieces are or how many you have layered, you may need to press  

with the iron for a longer time.

6. Peel away the parchment pieces to reveal a beautiful collage of fused plastic!

Why it matters: Approximately 500 billion plastic bags are used worldwide each year. More than one million bags are used every 

minute. This leads to millions of pounds of plastic that end up in landfills. Upcycling is a way to repurpose items instead of throwing them 

away or even recycling them. Fusing plastic provides a way to repurpose plastic bags by turning them into a type of textile that has many new 

uses. By rethinking how we use “disposable” items, we can make a positive impact on the environment and teach the next generation about 

responsible management of natural resources, a core concept of the Next Generation Science Standards.
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MAKING WITH RECYCLED PLASTIC

Educators practice fusing plastics at a 
Making STEM Connections professional 

development event led by SCI.


